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1. Introduction 

 
Malahleni Colliery Mining Right under DMR Ref: MP 30/5/1/2/2/213 MR was granted in terms 
of Section 102 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, Act 28 of 2004.  This 
Mining Right allowed Silver Unicorn Trading 33 (Pty) Limited to conduct coal mining and 
associated activities on portions 5, 12 and the remaining extent of the farm Ongezien 365 JS, 
situated within the Magisterial District of Middelburg Mpumalanga Province. 

Malahleni Colliery’s original Environmental Management Programme (EMP) was approved by 
the Regional Manager, Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE), Mpumalanga 
Regional Office in June 2008.  An amendment to the approved original EMP was compiled in 
February 2012 to amend the Mining Right MP 30/5/1/2/2/213 MR to include the properties 
secured under the prospecting rights (MP 30/5/1/1/2/4137 PR and MP 30/5/1/1/2/4414 PR), 
which changes resulted in the change in the environmental impact assessment and 
environmental management measures provided in the approved EMPr that will include the 
management measures for the incorporated portions. The above-mentioned EMPr amendment 
was approved by the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy in 2012.  Malahleni Colliery 
is currently in the decommissioning phase. 

In terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act 107 of 1998), the amended 
NEMA Environmental Impact Assessment Regulation, 2014 and the EMPr approval letter, 
Silver Unicorn Trading 33 (Pty) Limited must assess its compliance with the conditions of the 
approved Environmental Management Programme (EMP) for its mining and associated 
activities on portions 5, 12 and the remaining extent of the farm Ongezien 365 JS, situated 
within the Magisterial District of Middelburg Mpumalanga Province. 

In view of the above and in complying with the above approval condition of the EMPr and 
relevant regulations of the amended NEMA EIA Regulations, a compliance assessment of the 
Malahleni Colliery’s approved EMPR are undertaken annually.   

Silver Unicorn Trading 33 (Pty) Limited, appointed Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited to 
assess the compliance of Malahleni Colliery’s EMP and to compile a report based on their 
findings.  

This Environmental Audit Report for Malahleni Colliery Mine’s EMPR (the environmental 
management programme) is hence hereby submitted. 

2. LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

2 .1 .  N AT I O N AL  E N V I R O N M E N T AL  M AN AG E M E N T  AC T ,  1998  

( AC T  107  O F  1998 ) ,  AS  AM E N D E D  (“NEMA”)  
Regulation 34 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 states that the holder of an environmental 
authorisation must, for the period during which the environmental authorisation and EMPr 
remain valid, ensure that compliance with the conditions of the environmental authorisation and 
the approved EMPr is audited and that an environmental audit report, prepared by an 
independent person, is submitted to the relevant competent authority, which in the case of 
Malahleni Colliery is the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy, Mpumalanga Regional 
Office.  The above-mentioned environmental audit report must determine the ability of the 
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approved EMPr to sufficiently provide for the avoidance, management and mitigation of 
environmental impacts associated with the mining operation on an ongoing basis and the level 
of compliance with the provisions of the approved EMPr.   

With the amendment of the EIA Regulations, 2014, on 7 April 2014, Regulation 54A was 
introduced.  Regulation 54A (2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014 which has also been amended 1, 
further states that: “Where a right or permit issued in terms of the Mineral and Petroleum 
Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) for ─ 

(a) prospecting or exploration of a mineral or petroleum resource; or 

(b) extraction and primary processing of a mineral or petroleum resource; 

and the associated Environmental Management Programme or Environmental Management 
Plan approved in terms of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act 
No. 28 of 2002) is still in effect after 8 December 2014, the requirements contained in Part 3 of 
Chapter 5 of these Regulations apply to such Environmental Management Programmes or 
Environmental Management Plans and the first environmental audit report must be submitted 
to the competent authority by a date to be published by Notice in the Government Gazette”. ” 

Malahleni Colliery’s approved EMPr as mentioned above was still valid after 8 December 2014.  
Therefore, the requirements of Regulation 54A (2) read with Regulation 34(1) of the amended 
EIA Regulations, 2014 are relevant to the operations. 

3. SCOPE AND PURPOSE OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT 

 

The purpose of this assessment is to undertake an audit in terms of Section 34 of the NEMA in 
respect of the mine’s compliance with the EMPr 

Environmental Management Programmes: 

Malahleni Colliery mine is operated under an EMPr (amended) that was approved by the 
Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE) in 2011 under section 102 of the 
MPRDA. 

An amendment to the approved original EMP was compiled in February 2012 to amend the 
Mining Right MP 30/5/1/2/2/213 MR to include the properties secured under the prospecting 
rights (MP 30/5/1/1/2/4137 PR and MP 30/5/1/1/2/4414 PR) 

 

Copies of any of these documents are available on request. 

The environmental audit was conducted to determine the level of performance against 
compliance of the mining operation with the provisions of the approved EMPr.  The audit was 
conducted to further determine the ability of the measures contained in the EMPr to sufficiently 
provide for the avoidance, management and mitigation of environmental impacts associated 
with Malahleni Colliery’s mining operations and associated surface infrastructure and activities. 

In view of the above, the scope of this compliance assessment is as follows: 

• To report on the compliance of the mine with the commitments and/or mitigation 
measures in the EMP and the extent to which the avoidance, management and 

1 Government Notice R599 in Government Gazette 43358 of 29 May 2020 
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mitigation measures provided for in the EMPr, achieve the objectives and outcomes of 
the EMPr. 

• To identify and assess any new impacts and risks arising from the Malahleni Colliery 
mining activities; 

• To evaluate the effectiveness of the EMPr, 

• To identify any inadequacies in the EMPr, and 

• To identify the need for any changes to the avoidance, management and mitigation 
measures provided for in the EMPr. 

4. METHODOLOGY ADOPTED IN PREPARING THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
AUDIT REPORT AND DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

 

4.1 .  AU D I T  TE AM  

Auditor 1: Mr. Ornassis Tshepo Shakwane (Pr.Sci.Nat. & Registered EAP) 

Professional Registration Numbers: 

SACNASP Registration: 117080 

EAPASA Registration: 2019/1763 

IAIA Membership No.: 3847 

Company: Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited 

Postal Address: 

P.O. Box 4050 

MIDDELBURG, 1050 

Tel: (013) 243 0542 

Fax: (086) 632 4936 

Cell No.: 082 4981847 

 

Experience of the Auditor 

Mr. O.T. Shakwane obtained his BSc (Microbiology and Biochemistry) from the University of 

Durban Westville in 1994, and completed his honours degree in Microbiology in 1995.  Mr O.T. 

Shakwane has also completed short courses on environmental law, environmental impact 

assessment, environmental risk assessment and environmental management systems with a 

number of tertiary institutions. He has worked within the three state departments tasked with 

mining and environmental management i.e. Department of Water and Sanitation (Gauteng and 

Mpumalanga Region), Department of Mineral Resources (Mpumalanga Region) and 

Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Environment (Gauteng Region). Mr. Shakwane 

has been in the consulting field since 2004 and has undertaken environmental audits for mining 

operations similar to Malahleni Colliery.  Mr. Shakwane is one of the auditors that audited 
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Malahleni Colliery’s compliance with their EMPr.  Mr. Shakwane has been involved in the field 

of environmental auditing for the past sixteen years.    

He is registered with the Environmental Assessment Practitioners Association of South Africa 

and South African Council for Natural Scientific Professions as an Environmental Assessment 

Practitioner and a Professional Natural Scientist in terms of section 24H of the National 

Environmental Management Act, (Act 107 of 1998) and section 20(3) of the Natural Scientific 

Professions Act, 2003 (Act 27 of 2003), respectively.  He is also a member of the International 

Association for Impact Assessment, South Africa.  

Mr. Ornassis Tshepo Shakwane of Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited, hereby declares that 

he is an independent auditor and that Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited and himself have 

no business, financial, personal or other interest in this project in respect of which Geovicon 

Environmental (Pty) Limited is appointed. Furthermore, no circumstances exists that may 

compromise the objectivity of Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited, excluding fair 

remuneration for work performed in connection with this environmental audit. 

 

Auditor 2: Miss Mamphedi Bathabile Mabogoane 

Professional Registration Numbers: 

IAIA Membership No.: 6235 

Company: Geovicon Environmental (Pty) Limited 

Postal Address: 

P.O. Box 4050 

MIDDELBURG, 1050 

Tel: (013) 243 0542 

Fax: (086) 632 4936 

Cell No.: 073 253 1081 

 

Experience of the Auditor 

Ms. Bathabile Mabogoane obtained her Baccalaureus Technologiae (B-Tech) in Environmental 

Sciences at the Tshwane University of Technology in 2020.  She started working as an intern 

at Shangoni Management Services, year 2017 specializing in conducting Waste Management 

Licence Audits, waste management related reports and Health, Safety and Environmental 

related aspects and Environmental related reports.  She joined Geovicon Environmental (Pty) 

Ltd as a Junior Environmental Consultant in August 2018.  Her responsibilities include but will 

be limited to: compilation of all documentation for mining rights, mining permits and prospecting 

right applications, compilation of Environmental Impact Assessment and Environmental 

Management Programs, compilation of Water Use Licence applications with Integrated Water 

and Waste Management Plans, conducting of Environmental audits, Integrated Water Use 
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Licence Audits, conducting of Environmental inspections, compilation of environmental reports 

(EMPr, Scoping Reports, BARs, EIAs, Public Participation Reports), arrangement and 

attendance of Public Participation meetings with Interested and Affected Parties, conducting 

environmental audits and inspections at mining companies, compilation of Water Quality 

Reports and Environmental Audit Reports (EAR). She is also a member of the International 

Association for Impact Assessment, South Africa. Ms. Bathabile Mabogoane has been in the 

consulting field for a period of three years and has undertaken environmental audits for mining 

operations similar to Malahleni Colliery.  Ms. Bathabile Mabogoane is one of the independent 

auditors that audited Malahleni Colliery’s compliance with their and EMPr. 

4.2 .  F R E Q U E N C Y  O F  R E P O R T I N G 

This compliance assessment for the mine will be undertaken in line the approved EMPr and 
the amendment of the EMPr. In this case the auditing frequency will be annually. 

4.3 .  P E R I O D  T H AT  AP P L I E S  T O  T H I S  C O M P L I AN C E  AS S E S S M E N T  

In view of the above-mentioned required frequency of the compliance assessment and the fact 
that the last assessment was conducted in 2019, the period for this assessment applies to the 
period of May 2019 to May 2020. 

4.4 .  P R O C E D U R E  U S E D  D U R I N G  T H E  C O M P L I AN C E  

AS S E S S M E N T  

The following was used as a procedure for the compliance assessment is as follows: 

• Desktop study of the approved Malahleni Colliery’s EMPr and listing of Environmental 
Management actions indicated in the EMP. 

• Desktop assessment of the approved Malahleni Colliery’s EMPr.  The desktop 
assessment was used to list all commitments indicated in the EMPr.  Also as part of 
the desktop assessment, we had access to previous audit reports in order to establish 
the “direction of travel” where possible (i.e. has the mine progressed or regressed in its 
compliance status). 

• The Environmental Audit was conducted by reviewing and abstracting the 
commitments (management and mitigation measures) from the approved EMPr in 
cases where the commitments had not been fulfilled, such has been indicated in this 
report. 

• One-day site visit and inspection of the measures implemented to mitigate potentially 
negative environmental impacts, and measures to enhance positive impacts. 

4.5 .  E V AL U AT I O N  C R I T E R I A  U S E D  D U R I N G  T H E  C O M P L I AN C E  

AS S E S S M E N T  

Evaluation criteria used during the compliance assessment include the following: 

• Are the measures and structures as indicated in the environmental management 
programme in place? 

• Are the measures adequate and structures maintained, and at what frequency? 
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• Has the monitoring as indicated in the environmental management programme been 
conducted? (Data, reports). 

• Is the reported frequency of the monitoring in accordance with the environmental 
management programme? (Report) 

• Determining whether any new measures are required to prevent or mitigate the existing 
environmental impacts and/or other potential impacts. 

Evaluation of the appropriateness and adequacy of the environmental management 
programme included the following: 

• Compliance with relevant laws pertaining to the environment. 

• Compliance of mining and associated activities with the EMPr.  (Is the mine conducting 
activities that are not indicated in the EMPr?) 

4.6. R AT I N G  O F  F I N D I N G S  
The compliance category was rated as indicated in the table below: 

Compliance category Findings 

Condition/mitigation measure/commitment has been 

achieved with evidence provided in the form of a 

document.  

Compliant 

The failure to comply with, or satisfy the 

requirements of an applicable condition, 

commitment and/or mitigation measure. When site 

visits are finally conducted, non-compliances will 

include instances where although the current 

condition or mitigation measure has been achieved, 

there have been new impacts and risks arising from 

the activity; whether the current measures are 

effective and whether there are any shortcomings 

which need to be address through changes in the 

systems or amendment of the EMPr.  

Non-Compliant 
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Compliance category Findings 

This means: 

The condition, commitment and/or mitigation 

measure is Not Applicable.  A “Not Applicable” 

finding is also noted in events where such condition, 

commitment and/or mitigation measure is either 

obsolete, alternative effective measure is utilised or 

commitment and/or mitigation measure is not yet 

relevant but is still relevant for future activities. 

Not Applicable  

The condition, commitment and/or mitigation 

measure that does not require any specific action. 
Noted 

 

5. ASSUMPTIONS, UNCERTAINTIES AND GAPS IN KNOWLEDGE 

 

Although all reasonable attempts were made to verify comments made during interviews held 
with relevant Malahleni Colliery personnel as well as the review of documentation, it is assumed 
that such comments and documents provided are a true and accurate reflection of the audit.  

6. EMPr RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 

Regulation 34(4) of the EIA regulation, 2014 state the following: 

Where findings of the Environmental Audit Report indicate: 

• insufficient mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of 
activity;  

• insufficient levels of compliance with the environmental authorisation or EMPr and 
where applicable the closure plan;  

the holder must when submitting the environmental audit report to the competent authority in 
terms of sub regulation (1), submit recommendations to amend the EMPr or closure plan in 
order to rectify shortcomings identified in the environmental audit report and such 
recommendations must have been subjected to a public participation process as agreed to by 
the competent authority. 

Based on the findings of the audit, no recommendation is proposed for the approved EMPr. 
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7. RESULTS OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT 

 

The results of the Environmental Audit are given in the Tables below. The tables below outline 
the EMPr of the authorised activities at Malahleni Colliery.

 Compiled by Geovicon Environmental   8 
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7.1  P E R F O R M AN C E  AS S E S S M E N T  F O R  T H E  C O N S T R U C T I O N  P H AS E  O F  T H E  M AL AH L E N I  C O L L I E R Y  

OBJECTIVES EMP ACTION FINDINGS AND PROGRESS 

MALAHLENI COLLEIRY EMP, APPROVED  

GEOLOGY   

 Nothing to report Nothing to report 

TOPOGRAPHY 

 Nothing to report Nothing to report 

LANDCAPABILITY 

 Nothing to report Nothing to report 

LAND USE 

 Nothing to report Nothing to report 

NATURAL VEGITATION 

 Nothing to report Nothing to report 

ANIMAL LIFE 

 Nothing to report Nothing to report 

SURFACE WATER 

 Nothing to report Nothing to report 

GROUNDWATER 

 Nothing to report Nothing to report 

SENSITIVE LANDSCAPES   

 Nothing to report Nothing to report 
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7.1  P E R F O R M AN C E  AS S E S S M E N T  F O R  T H E  O P E R AT I O N AL  AN D  D E C O M M I S S I O N I N G  P H AS E S  O F  T H E  M AL AH L E N I  C O L L I E R Y  

ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASPECT 

MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLE MITIGATION MEASURES FINDINGS OBSERVATIONS/AUDIT EVIDENCE 

Topography Ensure that the opening of box 
cuts has minimum impact on 
the topography of the area. 

The Mine Surveyor will survey the opencast 
pit area. This will ensure that the operation 
does not encroach outside the Mining Right 
area and that mining is conducted within the 
demarcated areas. 

Not Applicable No opencast mining activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining 
area is under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is 
not applicable. 

Mine surveyor will also survey successive 
cuts to be excavated. 

Not Applicable No opencast mining activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining 
area is under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is 
not applicable. 

Rehabilitation of the opencast pit will be 
conducted concurrently with mining.  A 
maximum of three cuts will be operational at 
any given time with successive cuts used to 
systematically backfill preceding cuts.  This 
will minimise the size of the void.  This will 
also ensure that the rehabilitation progress 
is measured on a regular basis. 

Non-Compliant It was confirmed during site visit that concurrent rehabilitation was not 
undertaken continuously and progressively as mining advanced. It must be 
noted that no mining activities are no longer taking place and the mining area 
is under the decommissioning phase. 

Replaced hard and soft overburden material 
will be re-profiled to mined out-pit areas. 
Ensure that the re-profiled landform is in 
keeping with the adjacent un-mined land 
surfaces. 

Non-Compliant The rehabilitated areas do not blend with the natural environment and erosion 
and ponding was noted during the site visit which is an indication that replacing 
of hard and soft overburden was not profiled as according to the rehabilitation 
plan. 

Shape so that the topography is free 
draining.   

Non-Compliant The rehabilitated areas are not free draining. Erosion was noted on the 
rehabilitated areas during the audit period.  

 
 

 
Erosion noted on the rehabilitated areas 

Reshaped areas must not have a final slope 
greater than four percent.  

Non-Compliant No documentary proof to confirm if the reshaped areas of the rehabilitated 
areas do not have a slope of greater than four percent was provided during the 
audit period. 

The Mine Surveyor must survey backfilled 
cuts to ensure that these are filled and 

Not Applicable No backfilling of the mined out opencast pits was undertaken during the audit 
period, therefore this EMPr commitment is not applicable. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASPECT 

MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLE MITIGATION MEASURES FINDINGS OBSERVATIONS/AUDIT EVIDENCE 

rehabilitated to surface and conform to 
natural runoff patterns. 
No ponding will occur.  Non-Compliant Ponding was noted on the rehabilitated areas. 

 

 
 

Replace topsoil to achieve required pre-
mining land capability.   

Not Applicable No rehabilitation of the mined out opencast pits was undertaken during the 
audit period, therefore this EMPr commitment is not applicable.  

A minimum of 300 mm (top soil) will be 
placed on the rehabilitated areas. 

Non-Compliant No documentary proof to determine if 300 mm of topsoil material was placed 
on the rehabilitated was provided during the audit period. 

Re-vegetate rehabilitated areas as specified 
under natural vegetation. 

Compliant It was confirmed during the site visit that rehabilitated areas on portion 12 of 
the Farm Ongezien 365 JS have been vegetated.  

Ensure that the formation of 
ROM stockpile has minimum 
impact on topography of the 
area. 

The ROM stockpile will not exceed height of 
9 meters. 

Compliant It was confirmed during the site visit that the ROM stockpile does not exceed 
9 meters in height. It must be noted that no opencast mining activities are 
undertaken hence no stockpiling of the ROM will be undertaken any longer. 

ROM stockpile to contain limited amount of 
product i.e. five days production or 8 000m3 
of material. 

Not Applicable The ROM stockpile is being rehabilitated and no stockpiling of coal is and will 
be undertaken. 

Soil Minimise the loss of topsoil 
during stripping, handling and 
placement on rehabilitated 
areas. 

Strip all usable soil ahead of mining.  This 
should comprise the entire A-horizon and 
the majority of B-horizon material, until 10 
percent mottling is evident. 

Not Applicable Malahleni Colliery is under the decommissioning phase and no stripping of soil 
is and will be undertaken, therefore this EMPr commitment is not applicable. 

Where possible replace stripped soil directly 
in mined out areas where re-profiling and 
final shaping have been completed.   

Not Applicable No re-profiling and final shaping have commenced since no rehabilitation apart 
from the rehabilitated areas has commenced, therefore this EMPr commitment 
is not applicable. 

The mine must aim at maintaining an 
average thickness of 0.3 meters of replaced 
topsoil, which will be suitable for grazing 
land capability. 

Non-Compliant No documentary proof to determine the thickness of topsoil placed during 
rehabilitation was provided during the audit period. 

Construct surface water control structures 
such as contour to manage storm water 
runoff onto rehabilitated areas to ensure that 
the re-established vegetation community 
has properly established.  This will also 
control the flow of water in the rehabilitated 
areas. 

Non-Compliant It was confirmed during site visit that no contours are constructed on the 
rehabilitated areas. 
 

As a preventative measure, soil stockpiles 
will be monitored on a weekly basis during 
the rainy season and corrective action will be 
taken in the case of erosion. 

Non-Compliant No proof of monitoring of the soil stockpiles was provided during the audit 
period. 

Revegetate rehabilitated areas as specified 
under natural vegetation.  This will reduce 
loss of topsoil from erosion and blowing 
winds. 

Non-Compliant It was confirmed during site visit that natural vegetation has undertaken on the 
rehabilitated areas. However, erosion was noted on the rehabilitated areas. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASPECT 

MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLE MITIGATION MEASURES FINDINGS OBSERVATIONS/AUDIT EVIDENCE 

 
 

 
Erosion noted on the rehabilitated areas 

 Maintain or improve the pre-
mining fertility of the usable soil 

Where possible replace stripped soil directly 
in mined out areas where re-profiling and 
final shaping have been completed. 

Not Applicable No re-profiling and final shaping have commenced since no rehabilitation apart 
from the rehabilitated areas has commenced, therefore this EMPr commitment 
is not applicable. 

Prior to planting or seeding, conduct routine 
fertility analysis and fertilise accordingly to 
create growing conditions that are suitable 
for plant growth. 

Not Applicable No seeding and planting on the rehabilitated areas has commenced as yet, 
therefore this EMPr commitment is not applicable. 

Ensure that the use of haul and 
access roads do not impact on 
the soils along the haul/access 
roads.  

The haul and access roads will be graded 
regularly for the cleaning up of the 
carbonaceous layer. 

Non-Compliant It was confirmed during the site visit that carbonaceous materials are used for 
the construction of access and haul roads. 

Access roads will be maintained on a weekly 
basis to ensure that erosion does not take 
place.   

Compliant It was confirmed during the site visit that carbonaceous materials are used for 
the construction of access and haul roads. However, no erosion was evident 
on the access and haul roads. 

Trucks transporting coal within the boundary 
will obey maximum speed limit of 40km/h 
and all trucks transporting coal outside the 
mine will be required to cover their trailers 
with tarpaulins to prevent coal spillages 
along the road. 

Not Applicable No transportation of coal was undertaken during the audit period, therefore this 
EMPr commitment is not applicable.  

The haul and access roads will be checked 
for coal spillages. 

Compliant No coal spillages were noted along the haul and access roads during the audit 
period.  

Any coal spillages will be removed as soon 
as practically possible. 

Not Applicable No coal spillages were noted along the haul and access roads during the audit 
period, therefore this EMPr commitment is not applicable. 

Ensure that the operation of the 
mine infrastructure has 
minimum impact on the soil. 

As far as practically possible all repairs of 
mine vehicles will be conducted within the 
mine workshop.   

Compliant All vehicles are being repaired/maintained at the workshop area. Logs of the 
job done are kept onsite. 

Any emergency repairs within the mining 
area outside the workshops must be 
conducted on protected ground. 

Not Applicable No emergency repairs outside the workshop were conducted during the time 
of the audit, therefore this EMPr commitment is not applicable. 
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Any accidental spillage of hydrocarbon fluids 
outside the workshop areas must be 
reported and appropriated measures 
(environmental emergency procedures) 
taken to clean the spills. 

Non-Compliant Fuel spillage were noted around the diesel tank during the audit period and the 
spillages were not cleaned up.   

 
Fuel spillages around the diesel tank area 

All hydrocarbon fluids will be stored within 
bunded areas with bund walls.  The usage of 
the fluids will be undertaken within bunded 
areas. 

Non-Compliant All hydrocarbon fluids are stored within bunded areas with bunded walls. 
However, the usage of the fluids is not undertaken within bunded areas. 

 
 

 
Hydrocarbon fluids stored within bunded areas 

 
Usage of the fluids not undertaken within bunded areas. 
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All hydrocarbons entering and used at the 
workshops will be recorded. 

Non-Compliant No proof of records of hydrocarbons entering and used at the workshop were 
was provided during the audit period.  

Usage of hydrocarbon fluids will be 
monitored and wastage or losses reported to 
responsible personnel.  The responsible 
personnel will identify the areas where the 
loss is occurring and take measures to stop 
the wastage. 

Non-Compliant No proof of monitoring of the hydrocarbons usage and the wastage thereof was 
provided during the audit period. 

 Ensure that soil and 
overburden stockpiles do not 
result in severe reduction of 
land capability. 

Loss of topsoil will be minimised by filling the 
cuts with overburden, then subsoil and 
finally topsoil. 

Not Applicable No backfilling or rehabilitation activities were undertaken during the audit 
period, therefore this EMPr commitment is not applicable. 

To ensure rehabilitated land approximate 
the pre-mining land capability (grazing), 
topsoil covering will be conducted to 
approximate pre-mining soil form 
distribution.   

Non-Compliant The rehabilitated areas do not blend with the pre-mining land capability. Ponds 
are left on the rehabilitated areas and erosion was noted. 

Average thickness of 0.30 meters will be 
attained. 

Non-Compliant No documentary proof was provided during the audit period to determine if an 
average thickness of 0.3 meters was attained. 

The rehabilitated workings will be seeded 
with an appropriate seed mixture. 

Non-Compliant It was confirmed during the site visit that the rehabilitated areas are not seeded. 

Natural Vegetation Ensure that removal of soil 
during mining operation has 
minimum impact on natural 
vegetation 

Backfilled and rehabilitated workings will be 
seeded with an appropriate seed mixture. 

Non-Compliant It was confirmed during the site visit that the rehabilitated areas are not seeded. 

Vegetation cover inspection of rehabilitated 
land will be conducted. 

Non-Compliant No proof of vegetation cover inspections of the rehabilitated areas was 
provided during the audit period. 

Animal Life Ensure that loss of indigenous 
fauna is minimised 

Discourage hunting and trapping of game or 
birds on the site. 

Compliant  Verbal communication is used to educate with employees on hunting and 
trapping of animals on the site.  

Ensure that environmental education of 
mine staff takes place at all levels to limit 
unnecessary damage to habitats and/or 
disturbance of fauna. 

Non-Compliant No proof of environmental awareness to employees on the importance of 
damage to habitats and/or disturbance of fauna was provided during the audit 
period. 

Educate employees on dangers of trapping 
endangered species during the mine’s 
environmental awareness plan 
implementation. 

Non-Compliant No proof of environmental awareness to employees on the dangers of trapping 
endangered species was provided during the audit period.  

Surface Water Ensure that runoff reporting into 
the opencast pit is minimized 

All clean water will be diverted around the 
mining area.   

Not Applicable No opencast mining activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining 
area is under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is 
not applicable. 

The mine will maintain these diversion 
trenches to ensure that no blockage occurs. 

Not Applicable No opencast mining activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining 
area is under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is 
not applicable. 

A one-meter push-up berm will be 
constructed upslope of the open cuts to 
divert water around the pit.  This berm will 
migrate forward with the opencast pit. 

Not Applicable No opencast mining activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining 
area is under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is 
not applicable. 

All storm water diversion measures will be 
inspected on a monthly basis during the dry 
season and on a weekly basis during the wet 
season for blockages or signs of erosion. 

Non-Compliant No weekly and monthly inspections of the diversion trenches was provided 
during the audit period. No erosion or blockage on the trenches was noted 
during the site visit. 
 

All blockages found will be removed 
immediately. All erosion will be repaired 
within a period of 24 hours after discovery. 

Not-Applicable  No erosion or blockage on the trenches was noted during the site visit, 
therefore this EMPr commitment is not applicable. 
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Ensure that Minimum rainwater 
is captured within the opencast 
pit at the mine 

The mining will be conducted according to 
the mining plan i.e. preceding cuts are filled 
and rehabilitated.  This will reduce the size 
of the void resulting in less rainwater in the 
open cuts. Only three cuts will be opened at 
any given time. 

Non-Compliant According to the mining plan, concurrent rehabilitation of the mined opencast 
pits was supposed to be undertaken as mining progresses. However, it was 
evident during the site visit that no concurrent rehabilitation of the mined 
opencast pits was undertaken.  

Surface Water 
Quality 

Ensure that water captured 
within the pit do not impact on 
surface water quality. 

Any water within the operational opencast pit 
will not be discharged directly into the 
natural environment. 

Not Applicable No opencast mining activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining 
area is under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is 
not applicable. 

Water accumulating within the opencast pits 
and run off from the coal stockpile and 
crushing and screening plant will be pumped 
and diverted into the Pollution Control Dams, 
respectively. 

Non-Compliant No opencast mining and the crushing and screening activities are undertaken 
at Malahleni Colliery. The mining area is under the decommissioning phase. It 
was confirmed during the site visit that no dirty water management 
infrastructures are constructed for the diversion of runoff water from the coal 
stockpiling area. Furthermore, it was confirmed that the dirty water from the 
coal stockpiles is diverted directly into the rehabilitated areas. 
 

Pit water (in pit sumps) must be pumped 
from the mining pits directly to the pollution 
control dams. 

Non-Compliant No opencast mining activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining 
area is under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is 
not applicable. However, it was confirmed during the site visit that voids are 
still left open filled with dirty water from the mined out opencast pits and the 
water is not pumped out to the respective dirty water containment facility. It 
must be noted that no pollution control dam is constructed. Malahleni Colliery 
uses an in-pit storage dam for containment of dirty water. 
 

Care must be taken that the storm water 
berms diverting clean run off water passed 
the pit, do not become blocked or 
contaminated with coal or carbonaceous 
product, which would result in contamination 
of the diverted water. 

Not Applicable No opencast mining activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining 
area is under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is 
not applicable. All storm water diversion trenches constructed for the diversion 
of dirty water from the opencast areas have been removed. 

 Ensure that runoff from the 
stockpiling area does not 
impact on the surface water 
quality 

The operation of the Pollution control dam 
will be maintained at one meter below 
spillway level. 

Non-Compliant No pollution control dam is constructed. Malahleni Colliery uses an in-pit 
storage dam for containment of dirty water.  

Regular checks will be conducted on the 
maintenance and operation of the Pollution 
control dam. 

Not Applicable No pollution control dam is constructed. Malahleni Colliery uses an in-pit 
storage dam for containment of dirty water.  

 Ensure that water contained 
within the Pollution control dam 
does not impact on the surface 
water quality. 

All runoff water from the ROM stockpile will 
be diverted by a dirty water trench to the 
Pollution control dam. 

Non-Compliant It was confirmed during the site visit that no dirty water management 
infrastructures are constructed for the diversion of runoff water from the coal 
stockpiling area. Furthermore, it was confirmed that the dirty water from the 
coal stockpiles is diverted directly in to the rehabilitated areas.  

Opencast workings will be rehabilitated and 
seeded to reduce silt load form the mining 
area. 

Non-Compliant It was confirmed during the site visit that not all mined out opencast pits are 
rehabilitated. 

All dirty water structures will be checked on 
a regular basis. 

Non-Compliant The workshop and the waste storage facilities are still operational and a dirty 
water trench is constructed for the diversion of dirty water.   No proof of 
inspection of the trenches was provided during the audit period. 

All damages, blockages and erosion will be 
repaired. 

Not-Applicable  No erosion or blockage on the trenches was noted during the site visit, 
therefore this EMPr commitment is not applicable. 
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 Ensure that diesel spillages do 
not occur. 

No water from the diesel tank will be 
discharged. 

Non-Compliant Spillage were noted around the diesel tank during the audit period and the 
spillages were not cleaned up.   

 

All water reporting in the bunded area will be 
drained to an oil separator. 

Non-Compliant No oil separator is used for the collection of water from the bunded area. 
Malahleni Colliery uses containers for the collection of water from the bunded 
area. However, diesel spillages were noted during the audit period. 

Separated diesel will be disposed of in 
accordance with the relevant legislation. 

Compliant Used oil is collected by Automotive Waste Management Company. Safe 
disposal certificates were provided for review during the audit period. 

Operation of the diesel tank will be checked 
on a regular basis. 

Non-Compliant No proof of monitoring/inspections of the diesel tank facility was provided 
during the audit period. 

Flood events Ensure that all pollution control 
structures do not impact on 
surface water during flood 
events 

All pollution control structures will be 
inspected after a flood rainfall event for signs 
of erosion.   

Non-Compliant No pollution control dam is constructed. Malahleni Colliery uses an in-pit 
storage dam for containment of dirty water and proof of inspection of the in-pit 
storage dam was provided during the audit period. 

Water levels will be checked to ensure that 
the operational capacities are maintained. 

Compliant Water levels are monitored on quarterly basis by Geovicon Environmental (Pty) 
Ltd. Quarterly water monitoring reports were provided for review during the 
audit period. 

All damages and erosion will be rectified. Not-Applicable  No erosion or blockage on the trenches was noted during the site visit, 
therefore this EMPr commitment is not applicable. 

 Ensure that water captured in 
the opencast pit does not 
impact on the environment. 

Water seeping or captured within the pit will 
be removed to facilitate mining. 
No water from the pit will be discharged, but 
will be pumped to the Pollution control dam 
for re-use at the mine. 

Non-Compliant It was confirmed during the site visit that voids are still left open filled with dirty 
water from the mined out opencast pits and the water is not pumped out to the 
respective dirty water containment facility. It must be noted that no pollution 
control dam is constructed. Malahleni Colliery uses an in-pit storage dam for 
containment of dirty water. No discharge of dirty water from the mined out 
opencast pits was noted during the audit period. 

Groundwater Ensure that impacts from the 
seepage from the rehabilitated 
workings on groundwater is 
minimised. 

Preceding cuts will be filled and rehabilitated 
to reduce void size.  Only three cuts will be 
open at any given time. 

Non-Compliant It was confirmed during the site visit that voids are still left open filled with dirty 
water from the mined out opencast pits and not all mined out opencast pits are 
rehabilitated. 

All clean water runoff diversion systems will 
be maintained and a push up berm will be 
constructed upslope of the pit.  This berm 
will divert runoff water from the pit area. 

Not Applicable No opencast mining activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining 
area is under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is 
not applicable. All storm water diversion trenches constructed for the diversion 
of dirty water from the opencast areas have been removed. 

To reduce contamination of groundwater, 
replacement of material will be as follows: 
overburden covered by subsoil and finally 
covered by 300mm topsoil. 

Non-Compliant No documentary proof was provided to determine if rehabilitation of the mined 
out opencast pits was conducted by placing of   overburden covered by subsoil 
and finally covered by 300mm topsoil. 

Groundwater monitoring will be conducted 
on the proposed mining area.  The 
monitoring will detect any groundwater 
contamination from the proposed mining 
activity. 

Compliant Groundwater monitoring is conducted on quarterly basis by Geovicon 
Environmental (Pty) Ltd. Quarterly water monitoring reports were provided for 
review during the audit period. According to the Quarterly water monitoring 
reports (dated October 2020), monitoring locality GW 1 indicated water of poor 
quality during the current reporting period. 

Ensure that impacts from 
seepage from the Pollution 
control dam is minimised 

The Pollution control dam will be clay lined.  
This will ensure that the water in the dam will 
not enter the groundwater table.  The 

Not Applicable No pollution control dam is constructed. Malahleni Colliery uses an in-pit 
storage dam for containment of dirty water from the mined out opencast pits. 
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Pollution control dam will comply with 
regulation GN704. 
The Pollution control dam will be checked for 
damages and seepage due to cracks or any 
other faults. 

Compliant No pollution control dam is constructed. Malahleni Colliery uses an in-pit 
storage dam for containment of dirty water. No cracks or damages were noted 
at the in-pit storage dam. 

Groundwater monitoring will be conducted 
on the proposed mining area.  The 
monitoring will detect any groundwater 
contamination from the proposed mining 
activity. 

Compliant Groundwater monitoring is conducted on quarterly basis by Geovicon 
Environmental (Pty) Ltd. Quarterly water monitoring reports were provided for 
review during the audit period. According to the Quarterly water monitoring 
reports (dated October 2020), monitoring locality GW 1 indicated water of poor 
quality during the current reporting period. 

 Ensure that impacts from dust 
and diesel fumes generated by 
machinery on local air quality is 
minimised. 

All machinery employed on site will be in 
good repair, and well maintained 

Compliant All machinery employed on site are well maintained and repaired at the 
workshop area. Maintenance schedules were provided during the audit period.  

All machinery will be fitted with the correct 
exhaust systems, which will be maintained 
and in good repair. 

Compliant All machinery available at the site are fitted with the correct exhaust system. A 
machinery inspection book report was provided during the audit period. 

The crushing and screening plant will be 
fitted with water sprayers for dust 
suppression.  The sprayers must be fitted on 
areas generation excessive dust such as the 
feed bins etc. 

Not-Applicable The crushing and screening plant is no longer in use, therefore this EMPr 
commitment is not applicable. 

All trucks transporting material from the 
proposed mining operation will be required 
to obey a maximum 40km/h speed limit. This 
will reduce the generation of dust on the haul 
roads. 

Not Applicable No transportation of coal was undertaken during the audit period, therefore this 
EMPr commitment is not applicable.  

Ensure that impacts from dust 
generated by blowing wind on 
local air quality is minimised 

Dust suppression will be undertaken during 
the operational phase on haul roads and 
stockpiling areas where movement of 
machinery may generate dust. 
 

Compliant Malahleni Colliery uses water browsers for dust suppression. 

Install dust fall out buckets for dust fall out 
monitoring. 

Compliant  Dust fall out buckets for dust monitoring are installed on site.  
 

 
Dust fall-out buckets for dust monitoring 

The rehabilitated workings and 
soil/overburden stockpiles will be seeded 
with a recommended seed mix.  This will 
reduce dust generation. 

Non-Compliant It was confirmed during the site visit that the rehabilitated areas are not seeded. 

Water for dust suppression purposes will be 
obtained from the pollution control dam. 

Non-Compliant No pollution control dam is constructed. However, water for dust suppression 
is obtained from the mined out in-pit storage dam. 

 Ensure that impacts from dust 
generated by blasting on local 
air quality is minimised. 

Blasting holes will be stemmed prior to 
blasting 

Not Applicable No blasting activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining area is 
under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is not 
applicable. 

Noise and 
Vibration 

Ensure that noise emanating 
from mining equipment’s is 
minimized. 

Machine operators will be issued with 
earplugs, and instructed how to use them. 

Not Applicable No opencast mining activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining 
area is under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is 
not applicable. 
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All vehicles will be fitted with the correct 
factory specified exhaust systems. 

Compliant All machinery available at the site are fitted with the correct exhaust system. A 
machinery inspection book report was provided during the audit period. 

All equipment’s used during operational 
phase to be kept in good working condition. 

Not Applicable No opencast mining activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining 
area is under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is 
not applicable. 

Ensure impacts from noise 
generated during blasting are 
minimised 

All residences and structures within a 1km 
radius of the proposed mining operation will 
be surveyed and a photographic record of 
these taken to determine a pre-mining 
condition. 

Not Applicable No blasting activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining area is 
under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is not 
applicable. 

All such structures will also be inspected for 
signs of vibration or blasting damage 

Not Applicable No blasting activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining area is 
under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is not 
applicable. 

Mine Management will repair any damage, 
which arises as a result of blasting or 
activities at the mine, at the mine’s expense. 

Not Applicable No blasting activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining area is 
under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is not 
applicable. 

All Interested and Affected Parties identified 
during the Interested and Affected Party 
survey will be notified within One (1) hour 
prior to Blasting. 

Not Applicable No blasting activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining area is 
under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is not 
applicable. 

The Blaster employed, who will be certified 
in terms of the Mine Safety Act, will utilise 
the minimum possible explosives to achieve 
maximum affect. 

Not Applicable No blasting activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining area is 
under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is not 
applicable. 

Blasting will be conducted between the 
hours of 06H00 and 18H00 to minimise the 
impact on persons dwelling within close 
proximity to the mine. 

Not Applicable No blasting activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining area is 
under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is not 
applicable. 

Visual Aspects  Blasting holes will be stemmed. Not Applicable No blasting activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining area is 
under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is not 
applicable. 

Ensure that dust generated by 
wind and movement of 
machinery is minimized 

Dust suppression will be conducted on all 
haul roads and stockpiling areas where 
movement of machinery may generate dust. 

Compliant Malahleni Colliery uses water browsers for dust suppression. 

The rehabilitated workings will be seeded 
with the seed mix recommended in this 
document. 

Non-Compliant It was confirmed during the site visit that the rehabilitated areas are not seeded. 

All trucks transporting material on the mining 
area will be required to obey a maximum 
40km/h speed limit. 

Not Applicable No transportation of coal was undertaken during the audit period, therefore this 
EMPr commitment is not applicable.  

The mine will adopt a clean-house policy. All 
stockpiles will be maintained at specified 
heights to reduce visual impact. 

Compliant It was confirmed during the site visit that the ROM stockpile does not exceed 
9 meters in height. It must be noted that no opencast mining activities are 
undertaken hence no stockpiling of the ROM will be undertaken any longer. 

Interested and 
Affected Parties 

Maintain cordial relationships 
with all identified Interested and 
Affected Parties 

The drilling of new/additional boreholes to 
replace/supplement existing boreholes will 
compensate for adjacent landowners within 
a 2km radius, which show decreased 
borehole yields resulting from this mining 
venture. 

Not-Applicable No drilling of new/additional boreholes was undertaken during the audit period, 
therefore this EMPr commitment is not applicable.  

All Interested and Affected Parties identified 
will be notified prior to blasting. 

Not Applicable No blasting activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining area is 
under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is not 
applicable. 

No squatters will be allowed on the property. Non-Compliant Squatters were noted within the mining area. This was confirmed during the 
site visit. 

Mine management will maintain an open-
door policy with all Interested and Affected 

Compliant 
 

No form of a meeting or communication to the Interested and Affected Parties 
is conducted. 
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Parties.  Minutes of all meetings will be kept, 
and made available on request.  

  

DECOMMISSIONING PHASE 
GEOLOGY 
Topography To ensure that all areas are 

kept free of erosion. 
 

Inspection and maintenance (erosion 
combating) will be conducted on all 
rehabilitated surfaces until it is proven to be 
no longer necessary 

Non-Compliant No proof of inspection of the rehabilitated areas was provided during the audit 
period. Erosion on the rehabilitated areas was noted during the site visit. 
 

Erosion maintenance will be undertaken by 
surface ripping of compacted and eroded 
areas at right angles to the inherent slope. 

Non-Compliant No proof of maintenance of the identified erosion on the rehabilitated was 
provided during the audit period.  

Soils To ensure that erosion is kept 
to a minimum on all 
rehabilitated areas. 

Ripping will be conducted at right angles to 
the natural slope. 

Not Applicable No ripping was undertaken during the audit period, therefore this EMPr 
commitment is not applicable. 

Storm water diversion channels will be kept 
in place. 

Non-Compliant It was confirmed during the site visit that storm water trenches for the mined 
out opencast pits have been removed. 

All stockpiled soil will be analysed prior to 
use. Dependent on the analysis obtained, 
fertiliser will be added as per analysis 
recommendation report prior to use for 
rehabilitation 

Non-Compliant Hards, softs and topsoil stockpiles are still in place at Malahleni Colliery. No 
proof of analyses of the stockpiles was provided during the audit period. 

Land use To ensure that the vegetation 
has sufficient time to colonise 
the area 

After this initial period, the rehabilitated 
areas will be assessed to determine the 
colonisation of the area and 
recommendations obtained as to when 
cultivation/grazing can commence.   

Non-Compliant No proof of assessment of the rehabilitated areas for colonisation was provided 
during the audit period. 

Natural vegetation To ensure that invader species 
do not colonise and suppress 
natural species growth. 

Invader species will be combated by plant 
removal on an annual basis prior to seed 
formation on the rehabilitated areas to 
minimise the formation of a seed bank. 

Not Applicable No seeding on the rehabilitated areas has commenced yet, therefore this EMPr 
commitment is not applicable. 

Note that the presence of invader species 
within the mining area and adjacent to the 
mine may have an impact on the progress 
with regard to the above mitigation measure. 

Noted The EMPr commitment is well understood by Malahleni Colliery Management.  

Rehabilitated areas will be seeded after the 
first rain.  This will ensure that the desired 
vegetation cover will be achieved 

Non-Compliant It was confirmed during the site visit that the rehabilitated areas are not seeded. 

Water quantity  Note that all surface water diversion 
structures will be kept in place and 
maintained during this phase. 

Non-Compliant It was confirmed during the site visit that all water diversion structures  around 
the rehabilitated areas have been removed 
 

Water Quality To minimise the impact on the 
surrounding water quality. 

All exposed soils will be seeded with the 
seed mix recommended in this document. 

Non-Compliant It was confirmed during the site visit that the rehabilitated areas are not seeded. 

Note that seeding of the rehabilitated 
opencast workings will be ongoing during 
the operational phase, thus silt loads in 
surface water runoff will not be significant. 

Not Applicable No opencast mining activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining 
area is under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is 
not applicable.  

The storm water diversion trenches will be 
kept intact and maintained until such time as 
they can be proved to be maintenance free 
and self-sustaining. 

Non-Compliant It was confirmed during the site visit that all water diversion structures  around 
the rehabilitated areas have been removed 
 

Once the dirty areas are rehabilitated to 
satisfactory levels, the dirty water diversion 

Non-Compliant Not all dirty water areas (other portions of the mined out opencast pits, ROM 
stockpiling areas and the workshops) are rehabilitated. However, the dirty 
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trenches will be cleaned out and 
rehabilitated. 

water tranches for the rehabilitated mined out opencast pits have been 
removed. 

All haul roads and stockpiling areas will be 
graded and ripped. Ripping to be at right 
angles to the natural slope. 

Compliant Haul roads and stockpiling areas are graded and ripped on regular basis. 

Surface water monitoring will continue 
during this phase. 

Compliant Surface water monitoring is conducted on monthly basis by Geovicon 
Environmental (Pty) Ltd. Quarterly surface water monitoring reports were 
provided for review during the audit period.  

Groundwater To ensure that the 
requirements of all 
groundwater users 
downstream of the proposed 
mine are met 

Groundwater levels at all boreholes will be 
monitored to determine water levels. 
Adjacent landowners, which show 
decreased yields (caused by this mining 
venture), will be compensated by the drilling 
of new/additional boreholes to 
replace/supplement existing boreholes. 

Compliant Water levels are monitored on quarterly basis by Geovicon Environmental (Pty) 
Ltd. Quarterly water monitoring reports were provided for review during the 
audit period. No decrease in yield was reported during the audit period. 

The Groundwater quality monitoring 
program will continue through the 
decommissioning phase. 

Compliant Groundwater monitoring is conducted on quarterly basis by Geovicon 
Environmental (Pty) Ltd. Quarterly water monitoring reports were provided for 
review during the audit period.  

Groundwater quality reports will be compiled 
and maintained at the Mine Manager’s 
office. 

Compliant Groundwater monitoring is conducted on quarterly basis by Geovicon 
Environmental (Pty) Ltd. Quarterly water monitoring reports were provided for 
review during the audit period. The reports are available at the Mine Manager’s 
office. 

This report will be made available to all 
Interested and Affected Parties on request. 

Compliant The reports are made available to all Interested and Affected Parties on 
request. 

Air quality Ensure that impacts from dust 
and diesel fumes generated by 
machinery on local air quality 
are minimized. 

All machinery utilised on site will be in good 
repair, and well maintained. 

Compliant All machinery employed on site are well maintained and repaired at the 
workshop area. Maintenance schedules were provided during the audit period.  

Ensure that impacts from dust 
generated by blowing wind on 
local air quality are minimized. 

All machinery will be fitted with the correct 
exhaust systems, which will be maintained 
and in good repair. 

Compliant All machinery available at the site are fitted with the correct exhaust system. A 
machinery inspection book report was provided during the audit period. 

Dust suppression will be undertaken during 
the decommissioning phase on haul roads 
and stockpiling areas where movement of 
machinery may generate dust. 

Compliant Malahleni Colliery uses water browsers for dust suppression. 

The rehabilitated workings will be seeded 
with the recommended seed mix.  This will 
reduce dust generation. 

Non-Compliant It was confirmed during the site visit that the rehabilitated areas are not seeded. 

Approximately 40m³ of water will be 
allocated for dust suppression by means of 
a water cart. 

Non-Compliant No documentary proof was provided to determine if 40m³ of water is used for 
dust suppression. 

Noise and 
Vibration 

Ensure that noise impacts on 
machine operators are 
minimized. 

All machine operators will be issued with 
earplugs, and instructed on how to use 
them. 

Not Applicable No opencast mining activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining 
area is under the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is 
not applicable. 

To minimize the noise impact 
on any third party All vehicles will be fitted with the correct 

factory specified exhaust system. 
Compliant All machinery available at the site are fitted with the correct exhaust system. A 

machinery inspection book report was provided during the audit period. 

All rehabilitation activities will cease at 
18h00 to ensure that no third party is 
impacted on during the night-time hours. 

Compliant All rehabilitation activities cease at 18h00. Rehabilitation activities are not 
planned during the night hours. 

Regional socio-
economic 
structure 

 As far as possible, employees will be re-
deployed to new projects.   

Not Applicable No new projects have been identified yet, therefore this EMPr commitment is 
not applicable. 

Where employees are to be retrenched, the 
processes for downscaling and 

Not Applicable No retrenchments were proposed during the audit period, therefore this EMPr 
commitment is not applicable. 

20 

  



SILVER UNICORN TRADING 33 (PTY) LIMITED (MALAHLENI COLLIERY), ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT REPORT 2020 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASPECT 

MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLE MITIGATION MEASURES FINDINGS OBSERVATIONS/AUDIT EVIDENCE 

retrenchments as stipulated in the Social 
and Labour Plan will be implemented. 

Interested and 
affected parties 

 Maintain cordial relationships with all 
identified Interested and Affected Parties. 

Non-Compliant No form of a meeting or communication to the Interested and Affected Parties 
is conducted. 
 

Mine management will continue to maintain 
an open-door policy, with all Interested and 
Affected Parties.  Minutes of all meetings will 
be kept, and made available on request. 

Non-Compliant No form of a meeting or communication to the Interested and Affected Parties 
is conducted. 
 

The Interested and Affected Parties Forum 
will continue through the decommissioning 
phase. Minutes of all meetings will be taken.  
These Minutes will include a record of all 
parties in attendance. 

Non-Compliant No form of a meeting or communication to the Interested and Affected Parties 
is conducted. 
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8. DELIBERATIONS 

8.1. ADEQUACY AND COMPLIANCE WITH THE MALAHLENI COLLIERY’S EMPR   

8.1.1.  ADEQU ACY OF THE M ALAHLENI  COLLIERY’S EMPR 

The EMPr for Malahleni Colliery was assessed not only for the compliance towards the commitments 

of the EMPr, but also assessed for the ability of the measures contained in the EMPr to sufficiently 

provide for the avoidance, management and mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the 

undertaking of the treatment or reclamation of mine water. From a review of the EMPr, the auditor is of 

the opinion that it sufficiently provides for the avoidance, management and mitigation of environmental 

impacts associated with the undertaking of Malahleni Colliery.  

8.1.2 COMPLI ANCE WITH THE M AL AHLE NI  COLLIERY’S EMPR  

The following non-compliances were identified during the audit: 

• It was confirmed during site visit that concurrent rehabilitation was not undertaken continuously 
and progressively as mining advanced. It must be noted that no mining activities are no longer 
taking place and the mining area is under the decommissioning phase. 

• The rehabilitated areas do not blend with the natural environment and erosion and ponding was 
noted during the site visit which is an indication that replacing of hard and soft overburden was 
not profiled as according to the rehabilitation plan. 

• The rehabilitated areas are not free draining. Erosion was noted on the rehabilitated areas 
during the audit period.  

• No documentary proof to confirm if the reshaped areas of the rehabilitated areas do not have 
a slope of greater than four percent was provided during the audit period. 

• Ponding was noted on the rehabilitated areas. 
• No documentary proof to determine if 300 mm of topsoil material was placed on the 

rehabilitated was provided during the audit period. 
• No documentary proof to determine the thickness of topsoil placed during rehabilitation was 

provided during the audit period. 
• It was confirmed during site visit that no contours are constructed on the rehabilitated areas. 
• No proof of monitoring of the soil stockpiles was provided during the audit period. 
• It was confirmed during site visit that natural vegetation has undertaken on the rehabilitated 

areas. However, erosion was noted on the rehabilitated areas. 
• It was confirmed during the site visit that carbonaceous materials are used for the construction 

of access and haul roads. 
• Fuel spillage were noted around the diesel tank during the audit period and the spillages were 

not cleaned up.   
• All hydrocarbon fluids are stored within bunded areas with bunded walls. However, the usage 

of the fluids is not undertaken within bunded areas. 
• No proof of records of hydrocarbons entering and used at the workshop were was provided 

during the audit period.  
• No proof of monitoring of the hydrocarbons usage and the wastage thereof was provided during 

the audit period. 
• The rehabilitated areas do not blend with the pre-mining land capability. Ponds are left on the 

rehabilitated areas and erosion was noted. 
• No documentary proof was provided during the audit period to determine if an average 

thickness of 0.3 meters was attained. 
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• No proof of vegetation cover inspections of the rehabilitated areas was provided during the 
audit period. 

• No proof of environmental awareness to employees on the importance of damage to habitats 
and/or disturbance of fauna was provided during the audit period. 

• No proof of environmental awareness to employees on the dangers of trapping endangered 
species was provided during the audit period.  

• No weekly and monthly inspections of the diversion trenches was provided during the audit 
period. No erosion or blockage on the trenches was noted during the site visit. 

• According to the mining plan, concurrent rehabilitation of the mined opencast pits was 
supposed to be undertaken as mining progresses. However, it was evident during the site visit 
that no concurrent rehabilitation of the mined opencast pits was undertaken.  

• No opencast mining and the crushing and screening activities are undertaken at Malahleni 
Colliery. The mining area is under the decommissioning phase. It was confirmed during the site 
visit that no dirty water management infrastructures are constructed for the diversion of runoff 
water from the coal stockpiling area. Furthermore, it was confirmed that the dirty water from the 
coal stockpiles is diverted directly into the rehabilitated areas. 

• No opencast mining activities are undertaken at Malahleni Colliery. The mining area is under 
the decommissioning phase, therefore this EMPr commitment is not applicable. However, it 
was confirmed during the site visit that voids are still left open filled with dirty water from the 
mined out opencast pits and the water is not pumped out to the respective dirty water 
containment facility. It must be noted that no pollution control dam is constructed. Malahleni 
Colliery uses an in-pit storage dam for containment of dirty water. 

• No pollution control dam is constructed. Malahleni Colliery uses an in-pit storage dam for 
containment of dirty water.  

• It was confirmed during the site visit that not all mined out opencast pits are rehabilitated. 
• The workshop and the waste storage facilities are still operational and a dirty water trench is 

constructed for the diversion of dirty water.   No proof of inspection of the trenches was provided 
during the audit period. 

• No oil separator is used for the collection of water from the bunded area. Malahleni Colliery 
uses containers for the collection of water from the bunded area. However, diesel spillages 
were noted during the audit period. 

• No proof of monitoring/inspections of the diesel tank facility was provided during the audit 
period. 

• It was confirmed during the site visit that voids are still left open filled with dirty water from the 
mined out opencast pits and the water is not pumped out to the respective dirty water 
containment facility. It must be noted that no pollution control dam is constructed. Malahleni 
Colliery uses an in-pit storage dam for containment of dirty water. No discharge of dirty water 
from the mined out opencast pits was noted during the audit period. 

• It was confirmed during the site visit that voids are still left open filled with dirty water from the 
mined out opencast pits and not all mined out opencast pits are rehabilitated. 

• Squatters were noted within the mining area. This was confirmed during the site visit. 
• No proof of inspection of the rehabilitated areas was provided during the audit period. Erosion 

on the rehabilitated areas was noted during the site visit. 
• No proof of maintenance of the identified erosion on the rehabilitated was provided during the 

audit period.  
• It was confirmed during the site visit that storm water trenches for the mined out opencast pits 

have been removed. 
• Hards, softs and topsoil stockpiles are still in place at Malahleni Colliery. No proof of analyses 

of the stockpiles was provided during the audit period. 
• No proof of assessment of the rehabilitated areas for colonisation was provided during the audit 

period. 
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